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Places To Go ... Things To Do ...

2021 LOTTERY 
CALENDARS AVAILABLE
In an effort to minimize 

the impact of Covid-19 Saint 
Mary’s parish is introducing a 
new fundraiser. 2021 lottery 
calendars are printed with a 
three digit number that cor-
responds with the PA evening 
Daily Number (7 p.m.). They 
make a great Christmas gift for 
the person on your list who is 
hard to buy for!  You can pur-
chase a 2021 Lottery Calendar 
for  a very reasonable price 
of $30 ($365 if purchased at 
retail). Winners may receive 
$30, $40, $50, $100, or $200 
depending on the day.  Calen-
dars are available after Mass, 
from the parish office, or via 
email/phone orders: stmarys-
dorrance@gmail.com 570-
868-5855.

CANCELLED
MOUNTAIN TOP SOCIAL 

CLUB
All regular meetings of the 

Mountain Top Social Club are 
cancelled until further notice. 
For information about the club 
call Rich Powell at 570-751-6249.

UNTIL 
JANUARY 27

PIZZA SALE
The Slocum Township Fire 

Department is holding a pizza 
sale until January 27. The Dalo’s 
self bake pizza sale is a perfect 
addition to your Super Bowl cel-
ebration. Choose from a plain 
pizza for $6 each or pepperoni 
pizza for $7 each. All pizzas are 
12” round pies. The pizzas are 
delivered cold and are suggested 
to be baked for 10 minutes in 
a 425º preheated oven. Orders 
are due January 27 and will be 
delivered on February 6 at 3 p.m. 
Message them on Facebook to 
order.

 Two Pair of Glasses 
 and Eye Exam $79

 Now Available: Saturday Appointments

                                  Accepting All Insurance

 14 N. Mountain Blvd.
 Mountain Top

 570-474-1100
 www.crystalvisioncenter.com

Christmas event held at George Burger & Sons
On December 12 and 13 from 10 a.m.  

to 4 p.m. George Burger & Sons Garden 
Center held a Christmas event at the store 
in Mountain Top.  The fun event included 
two food trucks and a glass blower who 

showed everyone how the art of blowing 
glass is done.  There were Christmas trees, 
wreaths, ornaments, gifts and much more 
available for Christmas decorating and gift 
giving.

Customers wander inside and out to check 
out all the holiday decorations.

Hazleton’s Jeremiah Jones demonstrates the 
art of glass blowing.
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 OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

 Independently Owned & Operated

 697 S. MOUNTAIN BLVD. MOUNTAIN TOP   2.5 MILES SOUTH OF CHURCH ROAD

 www.steinbrennerauto.com www.steinbrennerauto.com Independently Owned & Operated

 Thanks To All Our Customers For Another Great Year!

 570-678-7608
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Happy 
Birthday

 195 S. Mountain Blvd., Mt. Top

 570-261-5366 6 PACKS TO GO

Exxon Travel Plaza
Rt. 534, White Haven
570.443.7443

133 Twin Rocks Rd., 
Lake Ariel

570.689.9112

 95 N. Mountain Blvd. 
 Mountain Top

 Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.- 9 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
 Sun. 12-9 p.m.       Indoor Dining Available.

 MONDAY:  BURGER & WING NIGHT
 TUESDAY

 PASTA NIGHT  Pick your pasta and sauce

 WEDNESDAY IS PIZZA NIGHT

 THURSDAY IS SEAFOOD NIGHT

 FRIDAY:  Crab Bisque & White Pizza

 SUNDAY
 STEAK NIGHT  8 oz. filet with two sides

 For your safety we take temperatures of all staff and customers, we are social 
 distancing all tables and  our staff is wearing masks. 

 NOW SERVING SOUP DAILY

 570-474-2100

 Casual Fine Dining & Spirits
 A unique steak & seafood house with old world charm & comfort.

 THE
 MEATING HOUSE

 10 Freedom Road, Drums • 788-5927

 Looking for a great no mess, less stress New Year’s 
 Eve dinner? Call us for takeouts. Order by 
 Wednesday at 6 p.m. for Thursday pickup!

 Now open at 99 Pecora Road, Drums
 Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily

 Wide selection of milks and drinks & ice cream, of  course!

 359 S. Mountain Blvd.,  Mt. Top 
 570-403-2103

 HOLIDAY HOURS:
 CHRISTMAS EVE 9 A.M.-1 P.M.

 NEW YEAR’S EVE 11 A.M.-4 P.M.
 CLOSED CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S DAYS

 REGULAR HOURS:  TUES., THURS., FRI., 
 SAT., SUN. 3:30-8:30 P.M.; WED. 1-6 P.M.

 HOLIDAY ICE CREAM PIES
 SANTA’S SECRET COCOA • HOT CHOCOLATE 
 SUGAR COOKIE • ORIGINAL BUTTER PECAN

 GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Merrick Powell celebrated 
his third birthday on Decem-
ber 20. He is the son of Jacob 
Powell and Samantha Cipriani 
of Mountain Top. Merrick is the 
grandson of Dave and Marie 
Powell and Dawn O’Donnell. 
He is the great grandson of 
Lester and Susan Eckrote and 
Gene Kahley. Merrick celebrat-
ed his birthday with a small 
party at home with his family.

Local need for 
convalescent 
plasma increases 
as virus cases rise

Miller-Keystone Blood Cen-
ter has nearly exhausted its 
supply of Convalescent Plas-
ma, the antibody-rich plasma 
used to treat critically ill Covid-
19 patients, and urges those 
recovering from the novel 
virus to donate their Conva-
lescent Plasma to help others. 

As area hospitals in North-
eastern Pennsylvania see a 
daily rise in the number of 
cases, the demand for Conva-
lescent Plasma continues to 
increase exponentially. 

To ensure our local commu-
nity, family and friends have 
access to Convalescent Plasma 
they need recovered Covid-19 
patients, to donate as soon as 
they are eligible to. 

Persons may be eligible to 
give Convalescent Plasma if 
they have tested positive for 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus and have 
been symptom free 14 days or 
longer.

 For detailed information 
and forms, please visit www.
giveapint.org/covid-plasma-
form/ or contact Diane Wiest, 
RN, Senior Director of Risk 
Management and Donor 
Health, at 484-225-8351 or 
dwiest@giveapint.org. 
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News in Brief ...

 • Most Insurances Accepted 
 • Sports Injury
 • Day and Evening Appointments 
 • Geriatric Foot Care 
 • Arthritic Disorders

 Extended Hours: Tuesday 9-12 & 4-7:30
 Every Other Wednesday 1:30-5:00

 138 N. MOUNTAIN BLVD., MOUNTAIN TOP

 QUALITY FOOT CARE AT 
 TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN PLAZA

 R ICHARD  T. M EREDICK , D.P.M., P.C.*
 D AVID  J. F LAN NERY , D.P.M.*
 B RIAN  J. K OBYLUS , D.P.M.*

 570-474-5550

 *Board Certified (American Board of Podiatric Surgery)
 •   DiabeticWound & 

 Foot Care
 • Bunions, Heel Pain 
 • Foot and Ankle Surgery

 Fenstermacher’s
 F&F

 Tire &  Service Center
 •   •  • O  • 

 • G  •  •   
 •   •   O  O

 Weekdays 8-6 p.m.  Saturdays 8-noon

 570-868-6651

 Peyton Wilson For Medicare Insurance
 570-474-5091

 We Handle All Types of Medicare Insurance
 medicare.com/PeytonWilson  •  prwilson@ix.netcom.com 

 MOUNTAINTOP

 C H I R O P R A C T I C

 184 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountaintop, PA 18707
   .mtnc iro.com

 Chiropractic is safe for ALL
 ages and effective in treating:
 o  ack Disc In ries  ciatica

 eck ain ea ac es  ports In ries
 il oo  Falls an  In ries & M c  More

 all o ay o Fin  t I  e an elp o

 Relieving Pain While Helping Patients Improve Their 
 Health & Quality of Life for Over 20 Years

 lan ra ski, D. .
 Palmer Graduate

 Certified Chiropractic Sports Physician

 tacie reslin, D. .
 Certified Chiropractic Pregnancy 

 and Pediatrics 

 STARRY 
 KNIGHTS

 LEARNING CENTER, LLC

 50 Alberdeen Rd., MT. Top

 570-868-6111 

 NOW ENROLLING 
 FOR 2021!

Commonwealth 
Court upholds 
decision on PRD

Commonwealth Court has 
upheld a decision by the 
Luzerne County Court that 
overturned Dorrance Town-
ship’s denial of the Preserve at 
Blue Ridge Trail’s application 

to build a planned residential 
community (PRD) around the 
existing Blue Ridge Trail golf 
course. 

The order, filed Monday, 
upheld the December 12, 2019 
decision of Senior Judge Ken-
neth W. Seamans, Susquehan-
na County, who was special-
ly appointed by the Luzerne 

County Court. 
That decision, however, may 

not be the end of the nearly 
five-year-old controversy.

Township supervisors voted 
on December 14 to ask the 
municipality’s insurance com-
pany, which is handling the 
case, to file a request for recon-
sideration by the entire Com-
monwealth Court and if denied 
to file a petition for allowance 
of appeal to the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court.  

The township was repre-
sented in the appeal by its 
insurance company’s attorney, 
Michael G. Crotty of Siana Law, 
Chester Springs.

A three-judge Common-
wealth Court panel upheld a 
decision by the Luzerne Coun-
ty Court that overturned Dor-
rance Township’s denial of the 
Preserve at Blue Ridge Trail’s 
application to build a planned 
residential community (PRD) 
around the existing Blue Ridge 
Trail golf course. 

The Preserve plans to devel-
op approximately 135 acres 
of its 546 acre property as sin-
gle-family dwellings on one 
acre lots. A planned residential 
development allows a develop-
er to meet overall density and 
land-use goals without being 
bound by rigid zoning require-
ments such as minimum lot 
size and use categories. It also 
encourages preservation of 
more open space than tradi-
tional developments.

Robert Tamburro, a prin-
cipal of the Preserve at Blue 
Ridge Trail, said he is grateful 
and pleased that the Preserve 
received a decision on the mer-
its of the application.  “We 
were always confident in our 
position asking only for a fair 
review,” Tamburro stated.  He 
said he and his company plan 

See News in Brief, page 8
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 Wishing You a 
 Happy, Healthy 

 New Year!
 DESIDERIO-LEHMAN

 Funeral and Cremation
 570-474-9800

 Happy New Year!

 www.DesiderioFuneralHome.com
 Patrick M. Lehman, President; Samuel A. Desiderio, Supervisor

 Too

 220 West 21st Street
 Hazleton, PA
 570-497-6919

 80 N. Mountain Blvd.
 Mountain Top, PA

 570-474-5421

 Happy New Year

 www.auntieliztoo.rocks

 288 S. Main Road
 Mountain Top

 Right Behind Crestwood 
 High School

 Wishing You A Healthy, 
 Happy New Year!

 Registrations Being Accepted for 2021

 570-371-2429

����������������������

 Happy, Healthy & 
 Safe New Year!

 PETROSKI
 BUILDERS, INC.

 570-760-5488

 1189 Highway 315, Suite 4, Wilkes-Barre

 570-883-9022
 WE ARE HIRING NURSES & HHAs!

 Peters Oil Co.   
 570-474-0160 or 868-8221

 Happy New Year!
 JEFF ASHTON
 CONSTRUCTION llc
 Roofing Specialist
 Construction
 Snow Removal/Plowing

 570-855-4259

 Wishing You Wellness in 2021

 359 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountain Top

 570-793-4213
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 24 Hour Towing  474-6030

 AYERS 
 TOWING SERVICE

 ABE’S 
 HOT 

 DOGS
 315 S. Mt. Blvd. Mountain Top   

 570-474-0388

 H APPY  N EW  Y EAR !  Dr. Frank 
 Glushefski, 
 D.M.D.
 414 Lehigh Street 
 White Haven

 570-443-9892

 Happy 
 New Year 

 from everyone at
 Birk Plumbing 

 and Heating LLC
 570-606-7006

 101 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountain Top

 570-474-1640

 FROM ALL OF US, TO ALL OF YOU 

 Happy New Year!

 570-788-6292
 184 South Hunter Highway • Drums, PA

 Patricia Spivak
 Certified Public Accountant

 Masters Degree — Taxation
 patti@spivakcpa.com

 H APPY  N EW  Y EAR !

 235 East Maple Street, Hazleton, PA 18201
 1016 E. 7th Street, Bloomsburg PA 17815

 www.haydenpower.com • 570-455-6109

 Happy 2021! Happy 2021! Happy 2021!

 107 West End Road, Hanover Twp.
 570-825-6956

 www.morriskitchensllc.com

 Wishing you and your loved ones 
 peace, health and happiness in the 

 New Year!

 Dulcey Electric
 & Insulation

 Weatherly, PA

 Sales           570-427-8318
 Service     570-427-8318

 www.dulceyelectric.com

 Since 1972
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Continued from page 5

See News in Brief, page 10

News in Brief ...

 PA STATE INSPECTIONS & EMISSIONS TESTING
 87 Church Road, Mountain Top
    (Across from the Soccerplex)  570-261-5055

Gene’s
 Garage

 C o m p l e t e  A u t o  R e p a i r  i n c l u d i n g  O i l  C h a n g e s ,   C o m p l e t e  A u t o  R e p a i r  i n c l u d i n g  O i l  C h a n g e s ,  
 B r a k e s ,  S t r u t s / S h o c k s  a n d  M u c h  M o r e ! B r a k e s ,  S t r u t s / S h o c k s  a n d  M u c h  M o r e !

 Now Selling, 
 Mounting & 

 Balancing Tires!
 Gene Snyder, Owner/Technician

 DOTZEL  TRUCKIN G
 • Screened 

 Topsoil 
 • Stone
 • Shale • Fill 868-5467
 We accept all major 

 credit cards.

McCune
Funeral Service, Inc.

80 Mountain Boulevard, South
Mountain Top, PA 18707

Carl D. Gentilesco, Supervisor/Jeffrey A. Fierro, Director

570-474-6541

 South Main Storage
 495 South Main Road, Mountain Top

 570-550-6755
 Storage Spaces Now Available!

 Various Sizes Available.
 Check Us Out On Facebook

to move forward with the next 
phase of the project.  

The Preserve at Blue Ridge 
was represented in the land 
use appeal by attorneys John 
G. Dean and Matthew G. Boyd 
of the law firm of Elliott Green-
leaf & Dean. “I’m very pleased 
(with the decision),” Dean stat-
ed.  “It’s been a long process.” 

The Preserve at Blue Ridge 
Trail on February 2, 2016, filed 
a conditional use application 
with the township seeking to 
develop the PRD. 

The township held numer-
ous hearings on the develop-
er’s application in 2016 and 
2017.  On August 14, 2017, the 
supervisors approved Phases 
I through 4 of the developer’s 
conditional use application but 
denied Phase 5. 

Almost a year later, the Pre-
serve at Blue Ridge submitted 
its tentative PRD development 
plan application, the next step 
in the development process. 
In December 2018 supervisors 
voted to deny the application. 
In their decision, the supervi-
sors concluded that the plan 
improperly mixed two “prin-
cipal” uses, failed to meet the 
density, setback, and water 
requirements of the township 
zoning ordinance, did not con-
tain final, detailed design site 
plans, did not secure an ease-
ment from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation 
(PennDOT), and did not obtain 
a certificate of public conve-
nience from the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission. 

The developer appealed the 
board’s decision to Luzerne 
County Court which reversed 
the supervisors’ decision and 
ordered that the matter be 
remanded to the board for 
approval of the tentative PRD 
application. Judge Seaman’s 

decision found that the board 
of supervisors abused its dis-
cretion and misapplied the law 
in denying the application. 

In their appeal, township 
supervisors argued that the 
trial court committed an error 
of law or abused its discretion 
when it reversed the board’s 
conclusions.  The three-mem-
ber Commonwealth Court 
panel addressed the town-
ship’s justification for denial 
of the application.  “The Trial 
Court did not commit an error 
of law or abuse its discretion 
in making this determination,” 
wrote Judge Andrew Cromp-
ton.

Fire tax in Fairview 
huge relief for MTHC

When the leaders of Moun-
tain Top Hose Company No. 
1 approached Fairview Town-
ship supervisors three years 
ago and asked them to enact a 

.3 mill fire tax to help support 
the volunteer fire company’s 
operation, they never antici-
pated the financial impact the 
Covid-19 pandemic would 
have on the organization. 

Hose company president 
David Hourigan recently 
expressed the gratitude of 
the volunteer department to 
supervisors for their willing-
ness to impose the tax and for 
their foresight.  “It is difficult 
for me to imagine where we 
would be without it,” Hourigan 
said of the fire tax revenue.  

In the fire company’s Novem-
ber newsletter, Hourigan 
reported that through October 
the tax has generated $115,299 
revenue for the volunteer orga-
nization. The department was 
scheduled to receive another 
$889 in December, bringing 
the total to over $116,000.

“When we planned the 
request for implementing the 
fire tax in 2017, to be imple-

mented in 2018, we projected 
that we needed $115,000 to 
replace the revenue from our 
annual bazaar, annual fund 
drive, and annual allocation 
to the fire company from Fair-
view Township,” Hourigan said  
The township’s 2021 budget 
anticipates $117,000 revenue 
from the fire tax.

“The revenue is right on tar-
get,” Hourigan related.  “We 
cannot imagine where we 
would be financially without 
the tax in place.  The pandemic 
has seriously impacted the rev-

enue of many volunteer fire 
companies, placing them in 
financial peril. Knowing that 
our ‘guaranteed’ revenue is in 
place is a huge relief for our 
members as we are able to 
concentrate on training and 
preparing to provide the ser-
vices we do,” he added.

Township supervisor Mike 
Iorio thanked Hourigan and 
the hose company for their 
recognition of the steps taken 
by the township to support the 
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See Howton, page 27

 LISA M. 
 DEAN, 
 D.M.D .
 ~General 

 Dentistry~

 110   N. Mountain Blvd .,  Mountain Top
 474-9960   Office Hours by Appointment

 69 N. Mountain Blvd., Mountain Top
  570-474-6307

 655 S. Memorial Highway, Shavertown • 570-696-1195
 303 Market Street, Kingston • 570-287-1196

 Wishing Everyone A 
 Happy & Healthy 

 New Year!
 M OUNTAIN  T OP

 H EALTHCARE  & R EHABILITATION

 185 S. MOUNTAIN BLVD., MOUNTAIN TOP
 570-474-6377

Officially, Matt Howton will 
celebrate his fifty-fifth birthday 
next month.

But as far as Howton is con-
cerned, he celebrated his “first 
birthday” on October 7, 2020.  
That’s because that date is the 
first anniversary of the day 
Howton received his new heart.

Howton, chairman of the 
Wright Township Board of 
Supervisors and the township’s 
road foreman, received his new 
heart during a 12 ½ hour trans-
plant surgery at Hershey Medi-
cal Center.  Eleven days after 
the transplant Howton walked 
out of Hershey Medical Center 
and three months later he was 
back at work.  

He couldn’t have done it, 
Howton said, without the sup-
port of his family, friends, and 
the Mountain Top community. 

“I just want to thank every-
one who has helped me,” How-
ton said in an interview fol-
lowing a 12-hour shift dealing 
with the region’s first winter 
storm.  “People in the commu-
nity, everyone involved; people 
who sent cards, checked up on 
me, helped with the fundrais-
er. It means so much to me,” 
he offered. “So many people 
helped me. I want to thank 
everyone, but getting back to 
everyone is a challenge,” he 
explained.  

Howton’s wife, Wendy, works 
at the VA Medical Center, Plains 
Township.  He and Wendy have 
two children, Alexandra, 29, 
and Zachary, 23. 

Some friends and communi-
ty members organized a basket 
raffle fundraiser for Howton at 
the Mountain Top Hose Com-

pany No. 1 grounds shortly 
after his surgery.  The hose 
company donated use of its 

grounds and volunteers orga-
nized and staffed the event. 
The fundraiser raised money 

that Howton uses to help 
defray cost of his medications.  
He takes 52 pills every day, 
including anti-rejection medi-
cations. “Everything people 
have done for me, it’s been a 
Godsend,” Howton stated. 

“I never realized the impact 
I’ve had on people in the com-
munity, good or bad,” Howton 
said with a chuckle.  “A day 
doesn’t go by that someone 
doesn’t ask me how I’m doing.  
I just want everyone to know 
how much I appreciate every-
thing that’s been done for me,” 
he added.

Following the surgery, 
friends and members of the 
community drove him to his 
hospital checkups in Hershey, 
giving a bit of a break to his 

Howton thanks the community for help after heart transplant

A healthy Matt Howton is grateful to the community for all they 
have done for him before and after his heart transplant surgery. 
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See News in Brief, page 14

 Frank Falcone, Jr., DMD & Staff
 Appointments  570-455-5889 

 www.drfalcone.com

 COMIC BOOKS WANTED
 Single Books or Collections 
 we look for all!

 RICHARD 
 AND LEIGH

 Yanchus
 MOUNTAIN TOP, PA

 570-793-6333
 vintagebatman@msn.com

department. 

Fairview takes steps 
to prevent Covid-19

Fairview Township officials 
have taken several steps to 
keep township employees as 
well as visitors to the munici-
pal building safe from Covid-
19.

Police Chief Phil Holbrook, 
who has headed the township’s 
pandemic response, said he 
traditionally purchased large 
amounts of cleaning supplies 
as well as hand sanitizer just 
for normal cold and flu season, 
so the township had a good 
head start when the pandemic 
hit.  Early in the pandemic 
response, the township added 
the hand sanitizer stations at 
the back and front doors of the 
municipal building. 

Recently, with Covid-19 
relief money, the township 
purchased an Aeroclave sani-
tation device. 

This is the same unit Wilkes-
Barre City Fire Department 
uses to disinfect its ambulanc-
es and firetrucks, Holbrook 
noted. The Aeroclave uses Vital 
Oxide as the disinfectant. The 
machine can be used with a 
hand applicator to target spe-
cific areas or can be set up in a 
vehicle or room to disinfect the 
area.  The Aeroclave produces 
a fine mist that covers the area. 
Chief Holbrook pointed out 
the Vital Oxide is electronic 
friendly unlike most of the 
alcohol-based cleaners.  “We 
have used the device on patrol 
cars several times as well as in 
the police offices and even the 
meeting room after the public 
meetings,” he noted. 

The township also used 
Covid-19 relief money to 
install motion sensor light 

switches throughout the build-
ing make the municipal build-
ing bathrooms touchless. In 
the bathrooms, motion sen-
sor sink faucets, toilets, soap, 
and paper towel dispensers 
were installed. Keyless door 
locks were installed on the out-
side doors and municipal and 
police offices. 

“All of the projects done 
were to reduce the number 
of items touched by multiple 
people and hopefully avoid 
spreading Covid-19 and once 
this is all over, cold and flu, 
making the building safer for 
the employees and the public 
who visit the building,” the 
veteran chief stated.
In other news ...

Fairview Township supervi-
sors accepted the resignation 
of Ed Kresge who works at the 
COG effective Dec. 31.  They 
also acknowledge township 

secretary/treasurer Barbara 
Wasiakowski who is retiring at 
the end of the year. “You will 
be sorely missed,” Iorio said to 
Wasiakowski who has worked 
for the township for 12 years.

She is expected to be 
replaced by her daughter, Abby 
Wasiakowski, who has been 
working as assistant secre-
tary/treasurer for the last few 
months. The 2021 budget sets 
the secretary/treasurer’s salary 
at $42,812.

Supervisors voted to hire 
Grevera and Associates to con-
duct the 2020 township audit 
as a cost of $3,970.

Wright Township 
hires new 
engineering firm

Supervisors voted at their 
December 14 meeting to hire 
Barry Isett and Associates 

Continued from page 8

News in Brief ...
as the township’s engineers, 
replacing Borton-Lawson Engi-
neering.  The new firm is head-
quartered in the Lehigh Valley, 
with offices in Plains Township 
and Hazleton.  The township 
currently utilizes the company 
for its code enforcement. 

Supervisor Donald Zampetti 
said he looks forward to work-
ing with the new engineers. 
“They are very good to work 
with,” Zampetti said of his 
interactions with code enforce-
ment and zoning officer Tim 
Dow.  Zampetti is the board of 
supervisors’ liaison with the 
zoning officer.
In other news ...

The township won’t be 
opening its recycling center to 
residents of Butler Township.  

During the board’s work ses-
sion prior to the regular meet-
ing, board chairman Matt How-
ton said the township received 
inquiries from Butler Township 
residents requesting to use the 
recycling center since Butler 
Township has closed its facil-
ity.  Howton said he opposed 
expanding the recycling center 
to Butler Township residents.  
“We have enough to handle 
to begin with,” Howton com-
mented. The other four super-
visors agreed with Howton.  

Also, during the work ses-
sion, supervisors heard from 
Robert Dougherty, repre-
senting the developer of the 
planned Heritage Oaks devel-
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 59 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountain Top
 right behind H&R Block

 www.myletmusselman.com
 Serving Mountain Top and the surrounding area

 570-474-6626

 • H OME  • A UTO  
 • C OMMERCIAL   AND  F ARM  I NSURANCE  
 •  F INANCIAL  P RODUCTS

 Jillian Mylet-Struble
 Agency Owner

 Thankful for our customers 
 who stuck with us during this 
 challenging year.

Holiday dash brings some Christmas excitement to children
When Ava Groth,16 and 

Cassidy Hudock, 15 of the 
American Legion Junior Aux-
iliary heard that the American 
Legion canceled its annual hol-
iday party, they came up with 
an alternative idea.  

They decided to host a “holi-
day dash”.  They dressed in elf 
attire to deliver presents to the 
children and grandchildren of 
Legion members.  

To keep socially distanced 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
they rang the doorbell, stepped 
back and waited for the little 
ones, 10 and under, to answer 
the door.  

The hope was that all will be 
delighted to see Santa’s bud-
dies dropping off little presents 
and that there be some magical 
moments during their rather 
uneventful holiday season.

The event started at the 

American Legion at noon on 
Saturday, December 12 with  
deliveries until about 2 p.m. 

Clockwise, from right: Jaxon, 
6 and Kelcie Kepping, 9, from 
Wright Township receive gifts 
from the elves.  
  Gabe Chado, 4  was so sur-
prised to get some gifts at his 
home in Nuangola.             
 Some of the people who 
made this event happen. Un-
fortunately, some of the oth-
er ‘elves’ couldn’t make the 
group photo. From left are 
Donna Amos, Cassidy Hudock, 
Martine Columbo, Len Biel, 
Ava Groth, and Stacey Acri.  
  Ava Groth and Cassidy Hu-
dock are the two teens who 
came up with the idea of the 
Holiday Dash, bringing some 
excitement to the children 
and grandchildren of Legion 
members.
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Santa visits the Kirby Library to the delight of many children
The Marian Sutherland Kirby Library hosted Santa Claus on 

Saturday, December 12 from 12 to 4 p.m. in the library pavilion 
by the nature trail.  Santa was available to talk to the children 
while family members took photographs to take home.  Each 
child received a goodie bag and a book to enjoy. Due to Covid-19 
the event was held outdoors and by appointment only.  There 
were 83 reservations, every 15 minutes three families were able 
to get photos at their assigned times avoiding crowds. Everyone 
including Santa wore masks during the event.

Cassidy, 
4 and 

Chase, 6 
Brendza 

visit with 
Santa and 

tell him 
what they 

would 
like for 
Christ-

mas.
Julie Harris visits with Santa Claus.

Five-year-
old Kerry 
Blaum 
tells San-
ta Claus 
what she 
would 
like for 
Christmas 
this year.

The Solomon sisters, Cadence, 5, Josie, 7 and Ruby, 2 tell Santa 
Claus what they would like for Christmas this year.

The Aults 
children, 
Julian, 4 

and Mor-
gan, 2 take 

turns tell-
ing Santa 

what they 
would like 
for Christ-

mas.
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 KNOW YOUR  LAWYER
 If you don’t know the law. you should know your 

 attorney. Gillespie, Miscavige & Ferdinand LLC is a 
 trusted name in northeast Pennsylvania, dedicated to 

 the individuals, small businesses and municipal 
 entities we serve. We are a local firm, providing 

 personal service. Our attorneys offer focused 
 knowledge in a wide range of legal fields.

 TRIAL ATTORNEYS
 Serving the People of Northeastern Pennsylvania for Over 40 Years.

 GILLESPIE, MISCAVIGE & 
 FERDINAND, LLC

 3 EAST BUTLER AVENUE, SUITE 102, DRUMS, PA 18222 • 570-788-7440

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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See News in Brief, page 15

 www.auntieliztoo.rocks

 Too

 We’ve Added A Second Location!

 220 West 21st Street
 Hazleton, PA
 570-497-6919

 Liz Hanley-Legas
 Gayle Hanley

 We Treat Your Pet Like Family!

 80 N. Mountain Blvd.
 Mountain Top, PA

 570-474-5421

 P retty aws  Too!
 Dog Grooming Salon 

 Grooming By Appointment Only

 21 Summit St., Mt. Top  868-3812
 Michelle Zawoiski

 TIFFANY M. WAGNER, D.V.M.

 Hours Mon.-Fri. • Call For Appointment

 266 Church Road, Mountain Top

 474-5355
 Fax: 474-5515

 HOSPITAL

 South Mountain

 MOUNTAINTOP 
 ANIMAL HOSPITAL

 Our Goal Is To Keep Your Pet Healthy

 50 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountaintop

 474-5273  Hours by Appointment

 Karen H. Spiece, D.V.M.
 Gregory J. Werger, D.V.M. • Rachel Wenzel, D.V.M.

 588 HAZLE STREET 588 HAZLE STREET
 NEXT TO TURKEY HILL, TOWARD BRIDGE

 LOW Rates for  LOW Rates for 
 Strays and  Strays and 

 Ferals Ferals

 APPOINTMENTS:
 EPAAONLINE2009@GMAIL.COM

 IF EMAIL UNAVAILABLE CALL 

 570-994-5846

     EASTERN PA ANIMAL ALLIANCE 

 LOW COST  SPAY/
 NEUTER PROGRAM

 WINTER IS HERE!
 Neutering will help control 

 the number of cats out in 
 the cold!

 Pamper &  Indulge Your Pet At

 570-262-5112     PoochieCuts.com 

 273 South Main Road, Mountain Top
 By Appointment Only

 Poochie Cuts  Pet Salon & Spa

 See what sets us apart!
 • Relaxed spa 

 experience including 
 aromatherapy and calming 
 music, all within a quiet setting

 • Hand blow drying (No cage 
 drying here!)

 • No overbooking … one-on-
 one care and attention for 
 your pet for a 
 personalized, private spa 
 experience

 • No crating, unless requested

 Petunia

opment.  Dougherty told 
supervisors he is looking at 
including in the development 
plans a walking path between 
Heritage Oaks and the existing 
Stone Hedge development. He 
said the path would be 10-feet 
wide and paved.  The devel-
opment plans currently are 
before the township planning 
commission.  Dougherty said if 
the walking path is approved, 
he would deed it to the town-
ship, along with roads in the 
development.

Solicitor Jack Dean cautioned 
supervisors about accepting 
the walking path. He pointed 
out roads would be required to 
meet township specifications, 
while a walking path would 
not. Howton also expressed 
his opposition to the township 
accepting the walking path 
which he described as another 
maintenance issue for town-
ship employees.  Officials did 
not express opposition to the 
developer building the path if 

he maintained ownership and 
responsibility for it.

At their regular meeting, 
supervisor approved the town-
ship’s 2021 budget totaling 
$2,151,331. The property tax 

rate will remain at 1 mill which 
includes .8 mill for the general 
fund and .2 mill fire tax.  

Supervisors held moments 
of silence for long-time town-
ship supervisor and commu-

nity leader Daniel Frascella 
Sr. and former assistant police 
chief Richard Lewis, both of 
whom died recently.

Supervisor  Mike  Mar-
shall recommended Howton 
appoint a committee to handle 

Continued from page 10

News in Brief ...
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Coming in early 2021

Allied Services Hospice is proud announce
that the new Allied Services Hospice Center 
at 200 South Meade Street in Wilkes-
Barre will open its doors in early 2021:

• 8 private rooms with family sleeping 
areas.

• 24 hour care in a home-like setting.

• Access to a team of highly trained 
hospice nurses and physicians.

• Spiritual and social work support 
sta.

We look forward to extending our 
services and  providing comprehensive, 
compassionate, end of life care of 
the highest quality to communities in 
Luzerne County. 

CALL 570.341.4320 •  ROUTINE HOME CARE • RESPITE CARE • GENERAL INPATIENT CARE • CONTINUOUS  CARE

Yet She Can Be Legally Put To Death By
Abortion At Any Time Until

The Day She’s Born
Is This Supposed to Be Healthcare?

She Can Make A Tiny Fist,
Get Hiccups, Suck Her Thumb,

Feel Pain

Pennsylvanians for Human Life
31 Hanover Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

570-826-1819
ABORTION is the METHOD used to KILL BABIES. It’s NOT healthcare.

any Covid-19 pandemic issues, 
including vaccine distribution, 
should the issue arise. He sug-
gested the committee include 
representatives of the police 
and fire departments, and 
supervisors who are liaisons 
to both departments.

Marshall also recommended 
the township erect a plaque in 
the police department lobby 
honoring full-time members 
of the police department who 
have died.

Police chief working 
without a contract

Wright Township Police 

Chief Royce Engler has been 
working for nearly a year with-
out a contract, but township 
officials are mum about the 
status of a new pact for the 
42-year veteran. 

At the recent township 
supervisors meeting, super-
visor Donald Zampetti asked 
why the contract was not on 

the agenda. Zampetti said 
it was his understanding an 
agreement on a new pact was 
reached in November. ‘Why 
haven’t we voted on this?” 
Zampetti asked.  

Zampetti was told by board 
chairman Matthew Howton 
that the contract was a person-
nel matter and could not be 

discussed at a public meeting. 
Solicitor Jack Dean reiterated 
Howton’s position.

Engler, who has served as 
police chief for the last eight 
years, declined comment on the 
contract negotiations.  Members 
of his department, however, 
were not hesitant to speak out 
in support of their chief.

The Wright Township Police 
Officers Association, the 
department’s bargaining unit, 
provided a statement regarding 
Engler’s contract.  They point-
ed out that Engler is a work-
ing chief who is out patrolling 
the streets, conducting traf-
fic enforcement, investigat-
ing crimes, in addition to his 
administrative duties.

“Chief Engler has and con-
tinues to support his officers 
every day,” the association 
stated in an email. “We as the 
Wright Township Police Offi-
cers Association also support 
Chief Royce Engler as the Chief 
of Police of Wright Township.  
It is a dishonor to Chief Engler 
not to have the support of 
some members of the Wright 
Township Board of Supervisors 
to provide Chief Engler with a 
fair and reasonable contract as 
the Chief of Police.”

The association indicated it 
is its understanding that there 
is an agreement between the 
township board of supervi-
sors and Engler. “As to why 
the Wright Township Board of 
Supervisors fails to approve 
Chief Engler’s contract every 
month at the monthly town-
ship meeting is disappointing 
to the members of the Wright 
Township Police Officers Asso-
ciation and even more of a 
disservice to the entire Wright 
Township and Mountain Top 
community,” the association 
stated.

Continued from page 14

News in Brief ...

 10 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountain Top •  474-5859
  Jessica Orloski, PharmD • Sonya Mylet, PharmD

  Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

����������������������������������
�����������������


�	�������������������������



16    December 23, 2020-January 6, 2021 Mountain Peaks

To advertise call 
Wendy at  570-249-

1233 or email 
wendy.mtpeaks@

gmail.com

 Mountain Peaks/Claudia Strycharz photo

 JEFF ASHTON
 CONSTRUCTION
 llc

 Fully Licensed and Insured
 PA# 098039

 Roofing Specialists 
 Also Specializing in 

 Porches, Decks, Siding, 
 Windows, Etc.

 82 Ash Street
 Wilkes-Barre

 jfconstructionjeff@aol.com
 Jeff Ashton, owner

 570-855-4259

  
  
  

   
   

  
 

 Securities and Advisory Services offered through Centaurus Financial, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC, a
 Registered Investment Advisor. Stoltz Financial Services and Centaurus Financial, Inc. are not affil iated.

 Supervisory Branch: 1602 Village Market Blvd SE, Suite 430Leesburg, VA 20175  1-800-699-0299

 Christian J. Stoltz 
 ChFC, CLU, AEP, LUTCF
 10 Wilderness Drive, Mt. Top
 1654 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort
 570-575-0059
 cstoltz@cfiemail.com

Santa Claus makes 
rounds in Fairview 
Township

The Mountaintop Hose 
Co. #1 escorted Santa Claus 
throughout Fairview Town-
ship on Sunday, December 13 
beginning at 2 p.m.  Three 
firetrucks, one carrying Santa 
Claus, made their way through 
Fairview Township develop-
ments and neighborhood 
streets alerting all with fire 
sirens and horns blaring away. 
This year Santa could not stop 
for the children due to the 
Covid-19 virus and the safety 
of all.

At right: Santa Claus leaves 
the Mountain Top Hose Com-
pany and starts his journey 
throughout Fairview Town-
ship.

Each year the Knights of 
Columbus sponsors the Cath-
olic Citizenship Essay Contest 
to encourage youth to become 
more connected to their com-
munity and faith. 

This year’s theme centered 
on trusting God during a dif-
ficult time and how that faith 
helped them or someone 
they know to find strength 
and hope.  Students discussed 
how that trust allowed them 

Knights of Columbus Representative Robert Murphy and 
teacher Carlee Strish present the Knights of Columbus contest 
winners with their awards.  Winners from left are Allison Van 
Pelt, Anna Ostaltsov and Lauren Hayden.

Saint Jude School essay 
contest winners announced

to come through the difficulty 
and to grow as Catholics. The 
judges were impressed with all 
of the entries.  

Winners were Allison Van-
Pelt, 3rd Place; Anna Ostaltsov, 
2nd Place; Lauren Hayden, 1st 
Place.  Lauren Hayden’s essay 
will now be passed on to the 
District Level to be judged 
against students from across 
the council.

Fairview announces 
6th grade honor roll

Kevin Seyer, Principal, has 
announced the following sixth 
grade students have achieved 
Principal’s Honors at Fairview 
Elementary School for the 
1st Quarter of the 2020-2021 
school year. The Crestwood 
School District Elementary 
Honor Roll (6th Grade) reflects 
that the student has attained 
an A in all courses offered. 
Inclusive are English Language 
Arts, Math, Social Studies and 
Science.

Students are: Sophia Biscotti, 
Mia Franks, Jacqueline Gal-
lagher, Catherine Green, Stella 
Janosczyk, Allen Seifert, Celia 
Stahlnecker, Anna Zaroda.
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Jordan Kotowski knows the 
importance of a young busi-
nessman getting an opportu-
nity.

So, when the young owner 
of Abe’s Hot Dogs in Mountain 
Top heard about 8-year-old 
Gavin Thomas-Holvey’s Sweet 
Treats business, he reached 
out to him to offer Gavin that 
opportunity.

Last week, Abe’s Hot Dogs 
began selling Gavin’s Hot 
Cocoa Bombs and Sprinkle 
Pretzels and the response has 
been tremendous.  “We began 
selling them on Monday and 
by the end of the day they 
were all sold,” Kotowski relat-
ed. “I’ve contacted Gavin to 
order more.”

“I saw that hot cocoa bombs 
are popular nationwide,” 

Kotowski said. “When I saw 
there was a local boy making 
them, I contacted him to see 
if he wanted us to sell them,” 
he explained.  “He’s a young 
entrepreneur, just like I was,” 

the restaurateur noted. 
Cocoa bombs have become 

a popular way of making hot 
chocolate drinks.  Rather than 
putting powder into hot milk, 
the chocolate shells, often 

filled with marshmallows or 
various flavors, are dropped 
into the hot milk where they 
“explode.”

Gavin ’s  mom,  Cai t lyn 
Thomas, said her son picked 
up cooking at an early age. 
“He loves to be in the kitchen. 
He loves to create new things.  
That’s how he expresses him-
self,” she said. She pointed 
out that Gavin’s love of cook-
ing and creating new foods 
comes from his grandmother, 
Jennifer Josefowicz of Moun-
tain Top, and his father, Devon.  
“His Nona (Josefowicz) loves 
to cook. She’s that very Ital-
ian grandmother who cooks 
for everyone.  And, his dad 
is an aspiring chef,” Thomas 
explained.  The Thomas fam-
ily resides in Swoyersville and 
Gavin is a second-grade stu-
dent in the Wyoming Valley 
West School District.  His mom 
is a Mountain Top native and a 
Crestwood High School gradu-
ate.

Thomas said Gavin began 
making his Sweet Treats about 
seven months ago.  She said 
family members and friends 
heard about his treats and 
they began receiving orders.  
They eventually started a 
Facebook page, Gavin’s Sweet 
Treats where people can place 
orders.  “Jordon (Kotowski) 
heard about Gavin and said, 

‘that’s me as a kid’,” Thom-
as related.  As a result, Gavin 
began making Cocoa Bombs 
and Sprinkle Pretzels for sale 
at the Mountain Top business.  
Gavin’s Cocoa Bombs come in 
various flavors including milk 
chocolate, chocolate straw-
berry, apple cider, peppermint 
bark and strawberry shortcake. 
In addition to Cocoa Bombs 
and Sprinkle Pretzels, Gavin 
also makes assorted cookies 
which are available in trays.

Thomas strongly feels that 
Gavin’s Sweet Treats is a pos-
itive outcome of the Covid-
19 pandemic. “If we weren’t 
presented with this challenge, 
Gavin and I would have never 
been able to venture on this 
journey,” she said. “Due to my 
position being sent home, we 
have had more time to spend 
together and truly bond,” she 
added. “We are turning the 
negativity into positivity one 
treat at a time.” She pointed 
out that she purchases all the 
products needed for Gavin’s 
creations and all proceeds go 
directly to him and are placed 
in his college fund.  

Kotowski noted that he does 
not make any profit from the 
sale of Gavin’s products.  “This 
is for Gavin,” Kotowski said.  
“I’m hoping I can be his role 
model; someone he can look 
up to.”

Gavin’s Sweet Treats available at Abe’s Hot Dogs

Abe’s Hot Dogs helps young entrepreneur attain his dream

 10% 
 MILITARY 
 DISCOUNT

 F REE  L AWN  E VALUATION  

 CALL US FOR 
 YOUR 
 2021 

 FERTILIZATION 
 PROPOSAL!

 DO IT YOURSELFERS! 
 Let us set up your 

 professional seasonal 
 program to do your own 

 lawn.  $125.00 yearly

 SPOTTED LANTERN FLIES
 This invasive filthy fly spotted now in Luzerne County!

 CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR SPRING APPLICATION FOR YOUR 
 FERNS, SHRUBS AND TREASURED OAK TREES.

 5% DISCOUNT IF SCHEDULED BY 1/1/21

Gavin Thomas-Holvey, left, poses in front of his treats with Abe’s 
Hot Dogs owner Jordan Kotowski.

Gavin Thomas-Holvey, left, poses in front of his treats with Abe’s 
Hot Dogs owner Jordan Kotowski.
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 life is better with power

 Dulcey Electric
 & Insulation

 Weatherly, PA

 Sales  570-427-8318
 Service  570-427-8318
 www.dulceyelectric.com

 Generac automatic standby generators provide 
 peace of mind for you and your family. Every 
 Generac Guardian Series generator offers 24/7 
 power protection, hands free operation and the 
 easiest installation available.
 Sales, parts and service.

 Since 1972

 Residential & Commercial
 Plumbing & Heating

 B&B
 MECHANICAL & ENVIRONMENTAL

 SERVICES, INC.

 •  • 
 • 

 MOUNTAIN TOP •  
 Robert Barley, Jr. • Licensed & Insured     PA038260

 • Water Line  
 • Se er  Drain Ser i e 
 • Su p Pu p  
 • urna e  
 • Water Heater  
 • Tan le  Water Heater
 • au et  
 • Gar a e Di po al  
 • Di a er

See Worship, page 19

Worship Together ...
CHRIST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
Services: Sunday 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
Saturday 6 p.m.
JP Bohanan, Pastor
175 S. Main Road, Mountain Top
570-474-6060

Each Sunday, at 10:45 a.m. 
the church offers an online 
only worship service shared 
live from Pastor JP’s study. 
They strive to make the ser-
vice highly interactive by inte-
grating new elements prere-
corded by different persons in 
the congregation each week 
and by offering a chat feature 
for those who are able to par-
ticipate live. These services 
remain available on demand 
on the church website.

In addition to Sunday wor-
ship, the church has a series 
of special events in the Advent 
and Christmas seasons. 

Walk on the Wild Side: An 
Exotic Nativity will be held 
on Sunday, December 20 at 
4 p.m. at CDE Exotics, Main 
Street, Wilkes-Barre. This 
indoor event at an exotic ani-
mal rescue and pet store fea-
tures a progressive nativity 
with Scripture, carols, and 
wild animals in the place of 
the familiar nativity charac-
ters. Thumper the skunk will 
make his premiere as Baby 
Jesus! Masks are required, 
along with physical distanc-
ing and a limit of 70 persons 
in attendance. Bring your 
own seating. Pre-register or 
register when you arrive (if 
space remains available).

Two shorter Christmas Eve 
outdoor services will be held  
at 7 and 11 p.m. on the front 
lawn of the church. Masks are 
required, along with phys-
ical distancing and a limit 
of 250 persons (outdoors). 
In response to rising Covid 

cases, the planned indoor ser-
vice has been suspended.

Pre-register for the outdoor 
Christmas Eve services or reg-
ister when you arrive.

For more information 
contact the church office at 
570-474-6060, church email: 
ChristUMChurchOffice@
gmail.com.

CONYNGHAM 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Services: Sunday  10:30 a.m.
Graham Truscott, Pastor
411 Main Street, Conyngham
570-788-3960

Worship wil l  continue 
online. To join them for wor-

ship virtually visit their Face-
book page: https://www.face-
book.com/CUMCConyngham/.

Sunday Schpp; Christmas 
play practice will be on Decem-
ber 30 at 10 a.m. with a pizza 
party to follow. The play A 
Mouse’s Tale will be presented 
on Sunday, January 19 during 
worship service.

Pastor Collins is available at 
all times for pastoral care and 
concerns and may be reached 
at 443-521-3265.

CORNERSTONE 
CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
Services: Sunday 10 a.m. 
Michael & Kim Pickreign, Pastors

3577 Church Road, Mountain Top
570-678-7231

Services are casual and fam-
ily friendly.  They are a group 
of believers passionate about 
sharing the gospel of Christ, 
healing broken hearts and 
seeking liberty for all who are 
oppressed.

 Join them online weekly 
on Sundays at 10 a.m. Join 
from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or 
Android: https://meetings.ring-
central.com/j/1494616649 or 
iPhone one-tap:US+1 (470) 
8692200,,1494616649# or 

telephone, dial +1-470-869-
2200, meeting ID: 149 461 
6649.

The church is handicap acces-
sible.  For further information 
contact Pastor Pickreign.

EMMANUEL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Services: Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Louis Aita, Pastor
7768 Blue Ridge Trail, Dorrance
570-868-5675

Regular church services have 

 Free 
 Estimates

 Registered
 & Insured

 CALL US TODAY:
 570-751-9952

 All Types of  Remodeling
 Roofing, Siding, Additions, Kitchens & Baths

 Electrical &  Flooring
 Interior/Exterior

 ALEXANDER
 CONSTRUCTION
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 We’re large enough
 to serve you,
 yet small enough

 to know you.

 mith
 Health Care

 Make it YOUR Home
 Personal Care — Skilled Nursing — Rehabilitation

 453 South Main Road, Mountaintop, PA 18707
 Phone (570) 868-3664 — Fax (570) 678-7218

 PERSONAL CARE CENTER
 (Opened November 2000)

 Private and Semi Private Rooms
 Scenic Views
 Attractive, Comfortable Decor
 Cable TV and Phone Access
 Nutritious, Home Cooked Meals
 Pleasant Dining Rooms
 Various Levels of Assistance with 
        Health Needs & Activities of 
        Daily Living
 24 Hour Staffing
 Security Systems
 Laundry & Housekeeping 
        Services Included
 Social & Recreational Activities
 Many Sitting Areas, Patio, Lounges, 
 Courtyard
 Parking for Resident Cars

 SKILLED NURSING UNIT
 PHYSICAL THERAPY
 OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
 SPEECH THERAPY

 Medicare, Medicaid Participant

 Dr. Ziegler Says ...
 Straighten Your Smile With A Specialist

 570-474-7878  CONVENIENT 
 HOURS

 Friendly Staff • All Insurances Welcome

 313 S. Mountain Blvd. (Rt. 309), Mountaintop, PA 18707

 DESIDERIO-LEHMAN
 Funeral and Cremation

 570-474-9800
 436 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountain Top  Next to St. Jude Church

 Parking for 100 vehicles  Two large visitation rooms

 Serving your family with dignity, compassion and care

 www.DesiderioFuneralHome.com
 Patrick M. Lehman, President      Samuel A. Desiderio, Supervisor

 • Funerals • Cremations • Tribute Services • Pre-planning

Worship Together ...

See Worship, page 20

Continued from page 18

resumed and they are follow-
ing the CDC guidelines.  They 
welcome visitors and friends 
to join them for worship every 
Sunday.

The Christmas Eve candle-
light celebration is scheduled at 
7:30 and 11 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 24, and will include 
the sacrament of Holy Commu-
nion.  They welcome everyone 
to come and celebrate the birth 
of our Savior. 

Emmanuel Church of Christ 

is holding a holiday home-
made sauerkraut sale on Sat-
urday, December 26 from 3 to 
6 p.m. Homemade sauerkraut 
will be available to purchase 
for your holiday meals. The 
sauerkraut will be sold by the 
quart for $5, no limits. 

If recycling, place the cans in 
large bags and drop them off in 
the large crates at the back of 
the lower parking lot.  

The Wapwallopen Ministe-
rium Food Bank is housed at 
Emmanuel UCC and is open by 
appointment only.  All contacts 

are kept strictly confidential. 
If you are in need of pastoral 

care, call Pastor Lou Aita at 
570-582-9550 or email him 
at aitatl12@ptd.net. E-mail 
access is emmanuel_ucc@
hotmail.com and the website 
is emmanuel-ucc.org.

FAITH CHURCH DRUMS
Service: Sunday 10 a.m.
Keith Evans, Pastor
4 Rittenhouse Place, Drums
570-599-8123

The  church  has  now 
reopened for indoor servic-
es.  10 a.m.: Blended worship: 
music (contemporary and a 
hymn), encouraging corporate 
prayer, responsive reading, 
dynamic preaching, friendly 
and interactive, coffee, soda, 
tea, hot cocoa, water, snacks 
and more!

On Mondays and Tuesdays 
Faith Life Coaching and Coun-
seling will take place. You can 
inquire by texting 570-599-
8123, $40 for group, $60 for 

Individual sessions.
If anyone is in need of help 

contact the pastor at 570-764-
6444.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
CHURCH
Services: Saturday: 6 p.m.
                     Sunday:  8 & 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Michael J. Kloton, Pastor
Route 309, Drums
570-788-3141  

All weekend Masses at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Saturday at 6 p.m. and Sunday 
at  8 and 9:30 a.m. will be avail-
able over your car radio. They 
ask that you park in the lower 
lot, to the left of the church, 
and tune your car radio to FM 
98.3. You will be able to listen 
to the Mass over your radio in 
the comfort of your car and 
remain socially distant. At the 
end of Mass, an Extraordi-
nary Minister will come to the 
parking lot to distribute Holy 
Communion. If you bring your 
envelopes, those will also be 

collected. Spread the word! 
Christmas Eve Masses will be 

held at 2, 4 and 9 p.m. Christ-
mas Masses will be at 8 and 
9:30 a.m. New Year’s Eve Mass 
will be at 6 p.m. and New Year’s 
Day Mass will be at 8 and 9:30 
a.m. All Masses will be avail-
able on FM 98.3 in the church’s 
lower parking lot.

2021 calendars are on the 
tables by the church exits and 
can be taken as you leave the 
church.

GRACE INDEPENDENT
BAPTIST CHURCH
Services: Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
                    and 6 p.m.
Brian Korner, Pastor
Blue Ridge Trail, Slocum Twp.
570-868-6298

An old fashion Bible believ-
ing church still using the 1611 
King James Version Bible and 
singing old favorite hymns.

The church is holding servic-
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 Enrollment is limited! Enroll today for the 2020/2021 School Year!
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es online on its Facebook page.
The church has a bookstore, 

“Growing in Grace.”  They have 
a good selection of KJV Bibles, 
music, and various other 
items.  

To contact the church 
call 570-868-6298 or email 
Kornerb@Truevine.net.

HARVEST 
CONYNGHAM VALLEY
Services: Sunday 10 a.m.
Jeff Butala, Pastor
475 Main Street, Conyngham
570-788-1055

At Harvest Conyngham 
Valley their focus is to make 
quality disciples. They believe 
a quality disciple: Worships 
Christ, Walks with Christ and 
Works for Christ. 

Harvest Bible Chapel is a 
church of Small Groups. Each 
regularly attendee of Harvest 
is encouraged to join a small 
group for fellowship, encour-
agement, bible study and 
prayer.

Harvest Church is holding 
in-person and online services 
on Sundays at 10 a.m. on its 

Facebook page.
 For more information visit 

harvestcv.org or Harvest Conyn-
gham Valley on Facebook.

MOUNTAINTOP 
FAMILY CHURCH
Services: Sunday 9 & 10:30 a.m.
Brian Knorr, Pastor
209 S. Mt. Blvd., Mountain Top
570-474-0900

Two Christmas Eve services 
will be held on December 24: 
5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Due to Covid 19, this year’s 
seating will be limited. To 
help with this, tickets will be 
needed to attend each service.  
The tickets are free and are 
good for the service time on 
the ticket.  If both services fill, 
they may consider adding a 
third service. Face masks will 
be required for the entire ser-
vice. These services will also be 
live-streamed through the MFC 
webpage, YouTube and Face-
book.  To obtain tickets, please 
contact the church office at 
570-474-0900 or katie@mfc-
church.com.

Mountaintop Family Church 
is holding modified Sunday 
services at 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

for one hour. They ask that 
anyone who has been sick, 
has recently been exposed to 
Covid-19, has a compromised 
health condition to join them 
for online services. 

Sunday morning services 
are also available through live-
stream: MFC Webpage: www.
mfcchurch.com/live-stream; 
Youtube: search for Mountain-
top Family Church; Facebook:  
go to Mountaintop Family 
Church Facebook page.

Students in grades 7-12 are 
invited to attend their own 
service on Sunday mornings 
during the 9 and 10:30 a.m. 
services.  Students can join the 
adults in the sanctuary for wor-
ship and will then be taken to 
the Youth Room for the youth 
service. Students attending 
are asked to wear masks and 
observe social distancing stan-
dards.

Zoom meetings are being 
held throughout the week 
and the links for the Zoom 
meetings can be obtained by 

emailing Debbie@mfcchurch.
com.  Zoom meetings: Men’s 
and Women’s Groups are held 
on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m. Ground Zero56 for 
grades 5 and 6 and Starting 
Point Youth for grades 7-12 are 
both held on Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m. Canvas Young Adult 
Group is held on Thursdays at 
7 p.m.

Please contact the church 
office at 570-474-0900 if you 
have any questions or would 
like more information. 

MOUNTAINVIEW 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Service: Sunday 10 a.m.
Brook Selby, Pastor
5126 N. Lehigh Gorge Dr.,
White Haven
570-443-9438

Join them on Zoom at 9:30 
a.m. or in the building at 11 
a.m. on Sundays for worship 
service. To view via Zoom con-
tact Sarah Gardner for the link 
at 570-261-5064 or 410-703-

6088. You can also view the 
services on the church’s Face-
book page.

Christmas Eve service, 
December 24, 7 p.m., come 
and join the Mountainview 
family for our Christmas Eve 
service.  Kids (and adults too, if 
you like!), wear pajamas, bring 
stuffed animals and blankets.  
They will hear the Christmas 
account and will then sing 
Silent Night by candlelight.  

Have you ever been inter-
ested in learning how to put 
together a sermon?  Pastor 
Brook will soon be starting up 
a group open to anyone inter-
ested in walking through the 
process from initial Bible study 
to final product. 

This group will start Decem-
ber 12 from 7:30-9 p.m. via 
ZOOM.  It will continue for 
6-8 weeks with a break for the 
holidays.  Contact Pastor Brook 
for more information 570-580-
0808.

Baptism is a public declara-
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tion that Jesus alone is your 
Lord and Savior.  It is your 
pledge to follow him and him 
only, for the rest of your lives.  
It is a ritual where we make 
clear our need to die to our-
selves and our need to be daily 
resurrected by God. Pastor 
Brook will be doing baptisms 
and dedications December 
13!  (Don’t worry, the water 
is heated, and it is indoors!)  
Please talk with Pastor if you 
would like more information.  
For those who are wondering, 
yes, our tradition allows us to 
declare our faith and be bap-
tized as adults even if we were 
baptized as children.       

Due to the proximity of the 
next scheduled meeting to the 
Christmas holiday, they will 
postpone the Leaders’ Meeting 

until January 24. 
The Women’s Group meets 

monthly via Facebook with 
quarterly gatherings leaders: 
Bonny, Sarah, Jirehly or Judi.

All small groups are meeting 
via conference call or Zoom 
video chat or in person.  

Contact Pastor Brook for 
more information about small 
groups and gatherings: Brook 
Selby, Pastor 570-580-0808 
www.MountainviewNEPA.org.

 

MT.  ZION UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Services: Sunday 9 a.m.
Pastors: Bob Thomas and 
                   Rev. Fran Fink
Lily Lake Road, Slocum

Come worship in a real coun-
try church. Built in 1891, Mt. 
Zion still has no running water 
and uses an outhouse for their 

rest room facilities.
Pastor Bob Thomas will lead 

the worship service on Decem-
ber 27. Rev. Fran Fink will lead 
the first service of the New Year 
on January 3.

The Christmas season starts 
on Christmas Day and contin-
ues for 12 days until January 6, 
which is when the 3 wise men 
visited the infant Jesus. 

We celebrate Epiphany, 
which means showing forth, 
and what was shown forth on 
that first Christmas to the wise 
men was the great gift of God 
in His Son, Jesus. The color 
of the season and the para-
ments are white, symbolizing 
the fulfillment of the promise 
of God to send a Messiah into 
a world to light our way upon 
the path of love and peace. As 
we celebrate Epiphany and as 

a New Year dawns, the best 
way we can begin the year 
is by receiving God’s love in 
our lives and offering Him the 
gift of a humble and a willing 
heart. 

For more information on 
church guidelines and servic-
es, please contact Diane Web-
ster at 570-379-3713. 

NEW HOPE 
WAPWALLOPEN 
CHARGE

Services:  
Faith UMC: 8:45 a.m.
Stairville UMC: 10 a.m.
Slocum UMC: 11:15 a.m.
Scott O. Miller, Pastor
Stairville Road, Mountain Top

Sunday services are still 
being held in each church.

For any needs or concerns, 
please contact: Faith UMC:  

Wilma Baratta at 570-200-
5329; Stairville UMC: Chris-
tine Kellow at 570-868-3413; 
Slocum UMC: Charles Herring 
at 570-868-6478.

 Pastor Scott can be reached 
by phone, text, or email at: 
570-200-5388, email:  somill-
er@susumc.org. Visit them on 
Facebook at New Hope Wap-
wallopen.

NEW LIFE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Services: Sunday 
                     8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: John Broglin
570 S. Main Road, Mountain Top
570-868-5155

New Life Community Church, 
invites you to come and wor-
ship the way it used to be.  

The church has reopened 
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for in-person services at 50% 
seating capacity. Please bring 
your own Bible as they will not 
be using the pew Bibles, hym-
nals or bulletins at this time.

Join them for their Christ-
mas Eve candlelight service at 
6:30 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome to join 
them for a time of Bible study 
on Wednesday evenings at 7 
p.m. in the fellowship hall.  If 
you prefer to join in with Bible 
study using Zoom, please con-
tact Pastor John.

PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF 
MOUNTAIN TOP
Services: Sunday 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Interim Pastor: Neil Partington
9 Chestnut Street, Mountain Top
570-474-9951

You are invited to join in wor-
ship on Sunday, December 27,  
via Facebook Live and back in 
the sanctuary. There are 2 sani-
tizing stations available, and 
masks will be required as well 
as social distancing.  If you have 
been ill during the 2 weeks 
prior to any service, you are 
asked to stay home and join in 
on Facebook.  They will contin-
ue to make the service available 
live on Facebook and for replay.   
Worship begins at 11 a.m. with 
Sunday School available at 9:30 
for anyone who would like to 
attend. Social distance guide-
lines will be followed. Please 
continue to mail your tithes if 
you are not attending in per-
son.

Advent devotionals are still 
available for all in the sanctu-
ary.  Please pick up your copy.

The church is also collecting 
diapers and sanitary products 
for Brandon’s Forever Home.  
For more information see Elder 

Nancy Badal.
On Wednesday evenings at 7 

p.m. there is  a fireside chat/Bible 
study for anyone interested.  
These are Zoom meetings and 
can be joined on video at http://
PAiu.zoom.us/j/52653314753 
or can be joined by phone at 
267-831-0333 meeting number 
5263314753. These numbers 
will be the same for all meet-
ings. Zoom  is no longer avail-
able for Sunday worship.

The church is scheduling 
times for the Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service.  Please let 
Lynne Mizikosky know if you 
wish to attend the 6 or 7:30 
p.m. service.

The Mountain Top Food Bank 
is still open Fridays from 9:15 
a.m. til 12 noon for those in 
need of food assistance. It is 
located at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church on Route 309.

If you have any questions 
about the church or its minis-
tries call 570-474-9951 or find 
them on Facebook: Presbyteri-
an Church of Mountaintop PA.

ST. JAMES 
EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Services: 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
Oliver Brown, Pastor
827 E. County Road, Wapwallopen
570-379-3878

The church would like to 
keep you up to date on the 
happenings at St. James as they 
prepare for the celebration of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve services will 
be held at 7 p.m. with some 
changes due to Covid. Social 
distancing will be maintained; 
masks are strongly recom-
mended and there will not be  
individual candles. There will 
be candles at the end of the 
pews.

Sunday School will not begin 

until September 2021.
The  new bishop’s name is 

Christopher  Deforest.
Boy Scouts Pack 300 is look-

ing for kids to join.  There are 
two scouts still in attendance, 
but some former members 
who have completed Eagle 
Scouts would like to get the 
troop back on track.  The meet-
ings will begin shortly.  Watch 
for Troop 300 on Facebook or 
call Gay at 570-262-2762.

Confirmation classes have 
been postponed until further 
notice.  Sunday School classes 
have been postponed.  

ST. JUDE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Services: Saturday 4  p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Father Joseph J. Evanko, Pastor
420 S. Mt. Blvd., Mountain Top
570-474-6315

St. Jude Church is open for 
private prayer from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Monday to Friday. 
The Parish office is open from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday to 
Thursday.  

Daily Masses have resumed 
following the regular schedule: 
Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. 

Weekend Masses have 
resumed with the normal 
Mass schedule. Registration is 
required for weekend Masses. 
Each Monday they will post 
the link for St. Jude parishio-
ners to register for the coming 
weekend Mass. The link will be 
posted at www.stjc.org. Please 
refer to the website for all 

requirements. Any questions 
or difficulty with registration, 
call the Parish Office, 570-474-
6315, ext. 221. 

Christmas masses will be 
held on December 24, Christ-
mas Eve at 2, 4, 7 p.m. and 
at midnight. December 25, 
Christmas Day Mass will be 
held at 8 and 10 a.m. 

Remember, they will be 
providing the Christmas Mass 
virtually beginning at 2 p.m., 
Christmas Eve.

Do not forget, you can also 
make a reservation to come 
celebrate the Feast of the Holy 
Family, December 26 and  27 at 
the regular Mass times. Those 
reservations are now available. 

St. Jude shrine is open to 

Mountaintop Family Church holds live nativity

Mountaintop Family Church held a drive-
by live nativity scene on Friday, December 
11 and Saturday, December 12 from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. in the church parking lot.  

Many throughout the community came to 
see the beautiful scene which even featured 

live animals.  
The church chose to have the nativity as its 

Christmas event this year due to the Covid-
19 virus. Children in 6th grade and younger 
received a Christmas goodie bag and there 
was also something for teens and adults.

The live nativity scene held at Mountaintop 
Family Church on December 11 and 12 gives 

one the sense of what Christmas is truly 
about, the birth of Jesus.
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light a candle and say a prayer 
for one person at a time. This 
will be available the same 
times as the church private 
prayer hours, Monday thru Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. As always, 
please follow the safety proto-
cols when entering any build-
ing; face masks, hand sanitiz-
ing and social distancing.

St. Jude Parish office hours 
during the week of Christmas 
and New Year’s are: Decem-
ber 21-23, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 
December 24 and 25, closed; 

December 28-30, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.; December 31, 9 a.m. to 
noon; January 1, closed; office 
will reopen Monday, January 4 
at 9 a.m.

All St. Jude Church con-
tributions for 2020 must be 
received or postmarked by 
December 31, 2020 in order 
for your tax deductible contri-
butions to show on your 2020 
statement. Your continued use 
of the church’s envelope sys-
tem or Online Giving are the 
only method they have to cor-
rectly itemize your gifts.

ST. MARK’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Services:   Sunday at 11:15 a.m.
285 Pond Hill Mt. Road 
Wapwallopen
570-735-8531

The congregation of St. 
Mark’s invites everyone to join 
them as they share God’s Word 
and celebrate Holy Commu-
nion every Sunday. 

 St. Mark’s is a small country 
church with a big Christian 
heart!  They believe they are 
called to: Be the body of Christ:  
His heart, His hands, His voice!

Like them on Facebook, “St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, Pond 
Hill PA”, to see pictures and 
announcements.

ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-
FIELDS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
Services: Sunday 10 a.m.
Rev. Daniel FitzSimmons, Rector
3085 Church Road, Mountain Top
570-868-5358   

All services and activities are 
temporarily postponed. 

The Episcopal Diocese of 

Bethlehem, of which St. Mar-
tin’s is an independent par-
ish, provides live streaming of 
Sunday worship service and 
other services throughout the 
week from the Cathedral of the 
Nativity. Go to diobeth.org for a 
full listing. Rev. Timothy Alle-
man, Priest in charge at their 
sister parish, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre, 
prays morning, noon and eve-
ning prayer on his Facebook 
page. 

He has also continued his 
healing services on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at noon.

For more information visit 
stmartintimeless.org or call 
Patty Siegel at 570-868-5690.

ST. MARY’S OF 
DORRANCE
Services: Saturday 5:30 p.m.
                    Sunday:  9 a.m.
Father Joseph Evanko, Pastor
3529 St. Mary’s Road, Dorrance
570-868-5855

Updated guidelines for 
church: The heat is on so doors 
will no longer be propped open. 

The cone will have a green wel-
come sign displaced alerting 
you that the doors are open 
and you may enter. As reserva-
tions increase you need to be 
mindful of protocols: sanitize 
your hands before entering 
and upon exiting; face cover-
ings must be worn at all times; 
assigned seats are needed for 
weekend Masses; once seated 
you may not switch pews; if 
assigned a “wall” or “aisle” seat 
please sit at the end of the pew 
allowing distance for people at 
the other end of the pew; and 
requests for specific pews can-
not be accepted.

Registration is required for 
weekend Masses. The link is 
posted on the church web-
site and Facebook page, and 
emailed every Monday. Choose 
Saturday or Sunday then click 
that link.

Necessary meetings are per-
mitted in the social hall. All 
groups must adhere to strict 
protocols. Groups are limited 
to 25 people or less, with social 
distancing and masks. Groups 
must sanitize after use. Upcom-
ing meetings are: Knights of 
Columbus on Wednesday, 
December 2 at 7:30 p.m.

In an effort to minimize 
the impact of Covid-19 Saint 
Mary’s parish is introducing a 
new fundraiser. 2021 Lottery 
calendars are printed with a 
three digit number that cor-
responds with the PA evening 
Daily Number (7 p.m.). They 
make a great Christmas gift for 
the person on your list who is 
hard to buy for!  You can pur-
chase a 2021 Lottery Calendar 
for  a very reasonable price 
of $30 ($365 if purchased at 
retail).  Winners may receive 
$30, $40, $50, $100, or $200 
depending on the day.  Calen-
dars are available after Mass, 
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from the parish office, or via 
email/phone: stmarysdor-
rance@gmail.com /868-5855.

Visit Saint Mary’s website:  
stmarydorrance.org; Face-
book Page: Saint Mary’s of 
Dorrance and Saint Mary’s of 
Dorrance Youth Group or call 
570-868-5855 for more info. 
Parish office is open Monday-
Thursday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

ST. PATRICK’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Services: Saturday 5 p.m.
                   Sunday: 10:15 a.m.
Rev. Peter O’Rourke, 
Sacramental Minister
411 Allegheny St.,  White Haven
570-443-9944

St. Patrick’s Church wel-
comes all to visit and worship 
with them.  Contact the par-

ish office if you would like to 
become a member of the par-
ish.  Office hours are 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:15 p.m.

Safety guidelines for attend-
ing mass: Face masks must be 
worn covering the nose, mouth 
and chin. The only time a face 
mask may be adjusted is when 
receiving Holy Communion. 
Pews are marked for social dis-
tancing. Please maintain a safe 
social distance of six feet from 
others in all directions. The 
only exception is for families 
who live in the same house-
hold. The distribution of Holy 
Communion will take place 
after the conclusion of Mass. At 
this time, communion received 
in the hand is preferred. Com-
municants will maintain social 
distancing in the communion 
line. After receiving commu-
nion, the faithful will depart 

the church and proceed direct-
ly to their vehicles.  

For the safety of everyone 
due to Covid, reservations are 
required to attend Christmas 
masses. The church has a lim-
ited seating capacity of 44 to 
maintain six feet social dis-
tancing. Masses are as follows: 
Christmas Eve: 4 and 6 p.m. 
Christmas Day: 10:15 a.m. Res-
ervations are now closed.

If you would like informa-
tion about joining the Knights 
of Columbus, please contact 
Jim Curto at 570-443-8494.

ST. PAUL’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Services: Sunday 9 & 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Michelle Kaufman, Pastor
316 S. Mt. Blvd., Mountain Top
570-474-6616

With numbers rising in Luzerne 
County, St. Paul’s has made the 
decision to move both services 
outdoors once more. Join them 
at 9 and 11 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come to join them for worship. It 
is the safest way to gather. They 
look forward to seeing you as they 
begin their journey to Christmas.

Christmas Eve services will be 
held on December 24 at 5, 7 and 
10 p.m. as drive in services.

For those unable to join them, 
Pastor has been recording ser-
vices viewable on their Face-
book page and website www.
stpaulsmttop.com.

The church office will be open 
Wednesdays from 3-7 p.m. For 
those who cannot get out or are in 
need of assistance please contact 
the church office and leave a mes-
sage or contact Pastor Kaufman at 
570-443-0832.  There are several 
individuals who have offered to 

assist those in need.
The Food Bank continues to 

distribute food to clients every 
Friday using safe distance prac-
tices. If you would like to drop off 
donations at the church, please 
do so on Fridays from  9 a.m.-
noon. Donations are always wel-
come, and appreciated.

On Thursdays, Bible Study has 
resumed in the Parish Hall at 1 
p.m. Tables have been set up to 
allow for participants to social 
distance.  
ST. PAUL’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Services: Sunday 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Janelle Rothrock, Pastor
418 Berwick St., White Haven
570-443-9424

The church is using Zoom so 
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 LEAH’S OIL
 Wholesale Distributor of Gasoline & Fuel Oil

 Mountain Top & Surrounding Areas

 570-241-5230
 570-383-3257

 Lowest
 Call Today For 
 The  Lowest Lowest

 Heating Oil Price

 • L ANDSCAPING  • P AVERS  • V ERSA -L OK  • U NDERGROUND  U TILITIES
 • S HED  P ADS  • P LAY  A REAS  • M ULCH /S TONE  • T OP  S OIL

 • W ATERSCAPES  • H AULING  • L EAF  V ACUUMING  • E XCAVATING  

 Bill Barley • Mountain Top

 760-3825 760-3825

 B&B M ECHANICAL  & 
 E NVIRONMENTAL  S ERVICES , I NC .

Worship Together ...
Continued from page 24

you will still be able to attend 
services. It is held on Sundays  at 
10 a.m.

If you are not able to join with 
your computer, laptop, iPad, or 
smartphone, you can always call 
into the worship service.  The 
number is 1-646-876-9923.  
Press the # sign after the prompt.  

The meeting room ID again is 
557 531 789 and the password 
is 470085.

ST. PAUL’S DRUMS 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Services: Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
Adult Sunday School: 8 a.m.
Todd Glasmire, Pastor

335 W. Butler Drive, Drums
570-788-3051

Pastor Todd and the congre-
gation invite you to worship 
with them every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m., and for Bible Study 
every Wednesday from 6-7 
p.m.

They are an active, praying 
congregation with great plans 
for after the pandemic. They 
have a great family of people 
but have plenty of room to 

grow.
There will be two Christmas 

Eve services this year, one at 4 
p.m., and one at 9 p.m. 

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF
WHITE HAVEN
Services: Sunday 11 a.m.
Sunday School 11:15 a.m.
Bill Lester, Leader
305 Berwick Street, White Haven

570-443-7293
The congregation invites 

all to come and worship the 
Lord. If you are looking for a 
church home, they welcome 
you to come and worship with 
them every Sunday.

Sunday School is provid-
ed from September-June to 
children ages 4-12 during 
the worship service, after the 
Children’s Moment. It takes 
place in the lower level of 
the church. They invite you 
downstairs in the Fellowship 
Hall for coffee, goodies, and 
fellowship after the service.

Al-Anon meets every Tues-
day from 7-8 p.m. and Fire-
flies Youth Group meets Fri-
days from 6-8 p.m. For more 
info on their group, check 
them out on Facebook at Fire-
flies Youth Ministry.

WHITE HAVEN 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Services: Sunday 9  a.m.
                     3rd Saturday 5 p.m.
Sunday School: 10:15 a.m.
David Botzer, Pastor
900 Buffalo St., White Haven
570-443-7153

White Haven UMC welcomes 
everyone to worship with 
them.  If you are in need of 
pastoral care, call Pastor Dave 
at 570-443-7153 or e-mail him 
at dbotzer@hotmail.com.

 62 N. Mountain Blvd., Mountain Top, PA 18707
 Mobile 570-793-7999 • Office 570-485-2279

 Robert Altmayer, Broker/Owner

Happy New Year!
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 Check out area businesses 
 anytime, day or night.

 It just takes a  Click Click

 www.steinbrennerauto.com

 www.
 hrblock.

 com www.pestmaster.com

 Auto Sales & Service

 www.herronelectric.com

       Naturopathic Naturopathic
 Wellness Center Wellness Center

 www.hdelucand.com

 Heather DeLuca, ND

 wtvfdhall

 WRIGHT TOWNSHIP 
 VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. 

 HALL RENTAL

 www.ronmyers-welldrilling.com
 Naturopathic/Alternative Medicine

 www.allied-services.org

 www.morriskitchensllc.com

 www.hearing-center.net www.koppyspropane.com

 Mountain Top’s Largest Full 
 Service Family Salon

 Design Works by Dawn & ivy

 Dulcey Electric
 & Insulation

 Weatherly, PA

 www.dulceyelectric.com  www.camporchardhill.com

 www.moonwalkguy.com  YourChoresLLC

 A.J.V. 
 ROOFING

 Private Duty Nursing

 Bayada Home Health Care

 Neighbor 
 Fence Co. Inc.

 www.neighborfencecompany.com

 Birk Plumbing & Heating, LLC

 AJV  Roofing

 Stubbs Landscaping

 DESIDERIO-
 LEHMAN

 Funeral and Cremation

 www.DesiderioFuneralHome.com

 Frank Falcone
 Jr. DMD

 www.drfalcone.com

 www.varicoseveins.solutions

 Goodbye Leg Pain 
 & Varicose Veins

 Dr. Garry Wrobleski, Jr.

 Koppy’s
 Propane
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Howton ...
Continued from page 9

 Nurses As 
 Needed, Inc.

 Hiring CNAs, LPNs, RNs

 570-868-7816
 Competitive Pay, Make Your Own Schedule, All Shifts Available

Operation Elf helps 50 have a brighter 
holiday season with $4,285 donation

Employees from FNCB Bank, as part of Opera-
tion Elf, recently donated $4,285 to the Cath-
erine McAuley Center to help 50 individuals 
have a brighter holiday season. The funds will 
be used to purchase toys and clothing for those 
in need.

More than 200 FNCB staff members partici-
pated in the Bank’s signature holiday gift-giving 
event. Because of COVID-19 restrictions, the 
program shifted from gift buying for “adopted 
families” to monetary donations.

The mission of the Catherine McAuley Cen-
ter is to meet the housing needs of women. In 
particular, they provide temporary shelter for 

women and children in crisis and assist women 
to obtain safe, affordable, permanent housing. 

“This is certainly a challenging year with 
many more people in need because of COVID,” 
said Mike Cummings, Vice President, Marketing 
Manager. “When the call for donations for the 
Catherine McAuley Center went out, our team 
opened their wallets and hearts to help us raise 
the most money since the program launched 
eight years ago.”

Operation Elf is part of FNCB’s larger Commu-
nity Caring initiative. As a true, local community 
bank, FNCB is making a difference through vol-
unteerism, donations and outreach programs.

Employees from FNCB Bank, as part of Opera-
tion Elf, recently donated $4,285 to the Cath-
erine McAuley Center to help 50 individuals 
have a brighter holiday season. The funds 
will be used to purchase toys and clothing 
for those in need. L-R: Theresa Verdon, FNCB 

Bank Executive Assistant; Dorothy Smith, Gen-
eral Ledger Clerk; Krista Somers, Catherine 
McAuley Center Executive Director; Michelle 
Jacques, FNCB Bank Executive Assistant; and 
Michele Thomas, FNCB Bank Marketing Spe-
cialist.

wife Wendy “The folks from 
B&B Mechanical did plumbing 
work for me when they heard 
I needed help.  People even cut 
my grass,” he noted.  

Howton, who pointed out he 
never smoked nor drank alco-
hol or used drugs, first devel-
oped heart issues in the early 
2000s after contracting a virus.  
The problems eventually led 
to congestive heart failure.  In 
2015, doctors at Hershey Medi-
cal Center hooked him up to a 

Left Ventricular Assist Device 
(LVAD), an external device con-
nected by wires to his heart.  
Howton carried around the 
28-pound LVAD everywhere he 
went using a shoulder strap.  

In mid-2019, doctors found 
the LVAD was no longer able 
to keep his heart functioning 
properly.  During a checkup 
on September 28, 2019, doc-
tors told him he needed a new 
heart and that he needed to 
stay at Hershey Medical Center 
until one was found.  Thirteen 
days later he was told a match-
ing heart was found, from a 
29-year-old man in Michigan.  

Since the surgery, the 6-3 
Howton has lost 121 pounds.  
He works every day and dur-
ing winter months often puts 
in 12 to 14-hour shifts dur-
ing snowstorms.  Just a few 
months after surgery he was 
voted chairman of the town-
ship board of supervisors, just 
in time for the township to 
deal with the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

“ I have the best job in the 
world,” Howton remarked.  “I 
get to be outside; do some-
thing different every day; and I 
get to help people.  Who could 
ask for more?”

Despite COVID, despite social distancing, despite all of the 
things students in 2020 have been asked to do they continue to 
rise to the challenge and shine.  A fine example of this was when 
the students from the Holy Cross and Holy Redeemer Catholic 
school systems recently competed in an online Forensics com-
petition within their individual systems.  Students chose various 
literary works, refined their presentation skills and acted out 
the selections virtually before judges.  Students both in-person 
and taking part in the Diocesan Virtual Academy were welcome 
to compete.  Saint Jude School had all six students place in this 
year’s 1st round of competition against other schools in the 
Holy Redeemer System.  Congratulations to Audrey Rymar and 
Connor Hillard who received Honorable Mention Awards and 
Rhea Mascarenhas who placed 2nd at the Junior Varsity Level of 
the Holy Redeemer System.  Congratulations to Grace Tedford 
and Julia Dvorak who received Honorable Mention Awards and 
Michael Grandzol who placed 2nd at the Varsity Level of the Holy 
Redeemer System.  Rhea Mascarenhas and Michael Grandzol will 
go on to compete at the District Level.

Michael Grandzol presents his 
forensics piece from The Tales 
of a Fourth Grade Nothing.

Saint Jude students place in 
local forensics competition

Rhea Mascarenhas practices 
her forensics piece before the 
competition.
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  From the Mountain Peaks Staff:
 Maryellen, Wendy 

 Norberta, Claudia, Pat

 570-868-3070
 www.mt-peaks.com

 Thanks for 17 great years!




